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MULTIPLE CHANNEL VIDEO RECORDING
USING A SINGLE VIDEO BUS

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

This invention relates to a method and apparatus to
implement a video bus network using standard video com-
ponents (videotape recorders and cameras).

BACKGROUND DISCUSSION OF PRIOR ART

Video surveillance systems are mostly used in banking
applications. Their use, however, may extend to government
sites and several other locations where security is an impor-
tant issue.

Traditional video systems are illustrated on FIG. 1. This
type of system comprises a scanning device 22, a monitor
20, a videotape recorder 20 and several cameras 24. Each
camera has a dedicated connection to the scanning device.
The scanning device selects an image from a camera,
displays it for a few seconds, records it in the videotape, and
then switches to the next camera. If the system operator
detects an unusual event on video, he may switch to the
camera that recorded that event and follow the suspect until
either a criminal act is committed or the suspect leaves the
protected area. All these events are recorded on videotape so
that security officers may search the videotape for events in
the past.

This design, however, has several drawbacks. For
instance, the recording system only stores the current image
on display. In a large system comprising several cameras, it
may take a long time for the system to return to any one
camera. Thus, a person can take advantage of this and
commit a criminal act without being recorded by the video
system.

Another drawback of this system is its physical connec-
tion. Each camera has a dedicated link to the main scanning
system. Thus, a large system requires an equally large
number of dedicated connections. As the system grows, the
connection setup will become harder.

Apartial solution to this problem has been proposed in the
past (US. Pat. No. 6,104,428), by means of a system
comprising a single video bus, several camera systems and
a special monitor-control unit (FIG. 2). The camera systems
(FIG. 4) comprise a microcontroller 44 and a video switch
42. The microcontroller adds addressing capabilities to the
camera and manages the video switch. Hence, only the
camera system with a correct address may transmit video.
The control unit manages the address and selects the active
camera.

This system transmits control signals using a vertical
retrace signal. The control signal is modulated an embedded
on the vertical retrace section of the video signal. Using this,
only one link is used to connect several cameras and the
control unit. The control unit encodes the control signals,
and must have video recording capabilities. This is a sig-
nificant drawback, since the recording unit must be able to
encode the control signal, making it difficult to set up using
standard components.

In addition, the camera system has a demodulator embed-
ded on the video switch 42, increasing its complexity. The
full system cannot work using standard components, limit-
ing this system to a brand name. This limitation results in a
system incompatible with industry standards.

The use of a unique link for both control and video signals
has a major drawback: if the connection between a device
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and the main system is lost, both video and control signals
will be lost, and the system will not be able to automatically
detect the failure.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

A video bus system must be flexible and independent
from its components. Such design requires the addition of
external components to control the video signals. The use of
external components does not degrade the quality of the
video signal and adds more features to the complete video
system.

The target of this design is to have an independent control
system. Using dedicated master and slave devices, the video
bus system remains independent of manufacturers. Finally,
using separate video and control signals provides the ability
to detect failures in slave devices.

OBJECTS AND ADVANTAGES OF THE
INVENTION

The main object of the present system is to implement
multi-channel video recording using a single video bus and
standard video components.

Accordingly, several objects of this system are:

a)Easy setup: The use of a single video bus makes it easier
to set up the system. All cameras use the same link, so
adding new cameras is very simple;

b)Compatibility: The use of standard video components
makes for a more flexible system. Cameras may come
from different manufacturers;

¢)Image storage flexibility: The image storage device may
be a standard videotape recorder or any other video
storage device. The storage device operates indepen-
dently of the system controller.

The main advantage of this invention is the use of a
master controller device, i.e., a microcontroller-based device
able to perform several management functions. The master
control unit does not depend on the video recording system.
Thus, either the system or the master controller may be
upgraded without major changes to the other part.

The slave system uses standard video cameras 68 (FIG.
7). The control signals reside in a separate bus (video bus 49
and control bus 51), so that the main system may detect
video bus failures. In addition, the encoding of control
signals is easier and independent of the video signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a standard video surveillance system,
and shows how each camera comprises a dedicated connec-
tion to the scanning device.

FIG. 2 shows a previous approach to a video bus system
in U.S. Pat. No. 6,104,428.

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of the main control device
of FIG. 2. The encoder is required to join the control signal
with the video signal.

FIG. 4 shows the camera system used in FIG. 2. It shows
the relationship between the camera and the rest of the
system. This is not a standard video camera because it
comprises embedded external components.

FIG. 5 illustrates the video bus system disclosed in the
present patent. The video and control signals use different
links. The system does not depend on the cameras or the
video recording systems.

FIG. 6 shows the main control system, and its internal
block diagram including all interconnection details.
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FIG. 7 shows the slave devices attached to the video bus.
This diagram shows that the slave device does not include a
camera, so that different cameras by different manufacturers
may be used. The slave device’s internal configuration is
also shown, including the interactions among its compo-
nents.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

20-Monitor or Videotape recorder 22-Scanning device24-
Camera26-Video Monitor28-Videotape recorder Master
control unit30-Slave Camera System32-Videotape
recorder34-Modulator demodulator encoder36-
Microcontroller38-Video 1ink40-Video camera42-Decoder
demodulator video switch44-microcontroller46-Video
monitor videotape recorder48-Keypad49-Video busS50-
Slave deviceS51-Data control bus52-Master video
controller54-Personal Computer (secondary-extended con-
trol device)56-Personal computer link58-Microcontroller
60-Master video switch62-Transceiver64-Keypad (primary
control device)66-Microcontroller68-Video camera70-
Video switch72-Transceiver.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The video bus system disclosed herein (FIG. 5) comprises
two basic components: the master video controller 52 and
several slave devices 50. The master video controller (FIG.
6) comprises a microcontroller 58, a video switch 60, a
keypad 64, a transceiver 62 and a personal computer inter-
face 56 that enables a personal computer (PC) 54 to take
control over the system.

The master video controller enables the video switch 60,
manages the automatic switch system, generates the slave’s
active address, and transmits video. It also comprises exter-
nal control interfaces. External control devices may include
a keypad 64, a PC 54 or both. The video switch implements
a master on/off switch that controls the video output of the
master system.

The transceiver encodes the data generated by the micro-
controller and sends it through the data bus 51. The main
external control interface is keypad-based, allowing local
system control (a remote control interface may also be used).
This kind of interface is PC-based, and permits system
remote control. The remote system connection 56 may use
twisted-pair or Ethernet wires or be a wireless link. The
master controller may support any of these schemes of
remote control unit connectivity.

The slave device (FIG. 7) comprises a standard composite
video camera 68, a video switch 70, a microcontroller 66 and
a transceiver 72. Depending on transceiver selection, the
number of active slaves may vary. A standard slave count is
16, but greater slave numbers are supported. The slave
device uses EEPROM memory to store its current address,
and permits its master device to change it dynamically. This
allows easier system upgrades.

OPERATION OF THE INVENTION

This video bus system has two operating modes: auto-
matic mode and manual mode, both of which are defined in
the master system 52. In automatic mode, the system
switches sequentially among all slave addresses. This switch
operates at a rate of one frame per second. The speed of the
switch depends on the number of slaves 50 present in the
system, the greater number of slave devices, the lower the
automatic mode switch rate. This basic frame rate (i.e., 1
frame per second) is calculated using an industry-standard
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number of imaging devices (i.e., 16 cameras).When the
operator detects something unusual, he may switch to
manual mode, in which the operator may select a desired
slave device 50. The system thus permits the operator to scan
the protected area in different ways, or trace a suspicious
activity.

When the main system is controlled using a personal
computer 54, extended features are present. These features,
however, depend on the application running in the PC. The
basic functionality is present, and the PC adds more flex-
ibility and better integration with other security systems
(e.g., access control systems). Use of a personal computer
may enable features, such as system remote control through
a local area network. If the personal computer has video
storage abilities, it may be used as a monitor as well. The
result is that the complete system may be controlled using a
single computer connected to a network.

CONCLUSION, RAMIFICATIONS, AND SCOPE
OF THE INVENTION

The video system disclosed herein was designed for ease
of setup and flexibility. Its main components may be
upgraded without major changes to the system. The system’s
independence allows interaction among several different
cameras and video recording systems.

This system may be part of a complete surveillance
system because the design of the master controller permits
interoperability between different security systems. The
design, however, is not limited to the present embodiment
because the flexibility of the system core permits that the
design be modified to suit user requirements.

The single-bus solution disclosed herein may be imple-
mented using variations of this basic scheme, but it will be
based on the same components. Other variations of the
system may be done according to specific user needs. More
features may be added, e.g., the system may use a digital
video recorder and remote PC-based control. This way, the
video system may be network-ready and the control of the
system may occur remotely.

All this extended features depend on the ability of the
master controller to be network-capable. Remotely control-
ling a video bus system is possible and is in the scope of the
present disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A video bus network system comprising: A master
video controller consisting of a microcontroller means with
a memory means, a video switch, a keypad means, a
transceiver means and a external control interface for said
master video controller which enables the video switch,
manages an automatic switch means, generates the slave’s
active address, and transmits video; a plurality of slave
devices consisting of a standard composite video camera, a
video switch, a microcontroller means and a transceiver
means; a data bus; a video bus, with said master video
transceiver means encoding the data generated by the micro-
controller and transmitting data signal through the data bus
and said slave devices transmitting video through the video
bus to said master video controller.

2. A video bus network system in claim 1 further com-
prising said video switch serves as a master on/off switch
that controls the video output of the master system.

3. A video bus network system in claim 1 further com-
prising said slave device uses an EEPROM memory means
to store its current address and said master device can
change the address dynamically.

4. A video bus network system in claim 1 further com-
prising control signals residing on a said data bus only and
said video signals residing on said video bus only.
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5. A video bus network system in claim 1 further com-
prising said data bus is a remote control unit connectivity.

6. A video bus network system in claim 1 further com-
prising two operating modes: An automatic mode in which
the system switches sequentially among all slave addresses;
and a manual mode in which the operator selects a desired
slave device.

7. A video bus network system in claim 1 further com-
prising having an operator switch to a manual mode if there
is a detection of something unusual.

8. A video bus network system in claim 1 further com-
prising said system is controlled using a personal computer
with video storage abilities.

9. Amethod to transmit video from multiple cameras over
a single bus, using separate video and data buses, compris-
ing the following steps: having a master video controller
consisting of a microcontroller means, a video switch, a
keypad means, a transceiver means and a external control
interface with said master video controller enabling the
video switch, managing an automatic switch means, gener-
ate ring the slave’s active address, and transmitting video:
having a plurality of slave devices consisting of a standard
composite video camera, a video switch, a microcontroller
means and a transceiver means: having a data bus: having
said master video transceiver means encodes the data gen-
erated by the microcontroller and sends it, having a video
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bus and having said slave devices transmitting video through
the video bus to said master video controller.

10. The method of claim 9 further comprising said video
switch implements a master on/off switch that controls the
video output of the master system.

11. The method of claim 9 further comprising said slave
device uses an EEPROM memory means to store its current
address and said master device can change the address
dynamically.

12. The method of claim 9 further comprising said control
signals residing on said data bus only and said video signals
residing on said video bus only.

13. The method of claim 9 further comprising said data
bus is a remote control unit connectivity.

14. The method of claim 9 further comprising two oper-
ating modes: an automatic mode in which the system
switches sequentially among all slave addresses; and a
manual mode in which the operator selects a desired slave
device.

15. The method of claim 9 further comprising having an
operator switch to a manual mode if those is a detection of
something unusual.

16. The method of claim 9 further comprising said system
is controlled using a personal computer with video storage
abilities.



